
ANNUALREPORT2022

LATIN



2

Dear LAM missionaries, Staff members, and Friends of the Mission: 
Our 2021-2022 AGM Report was presented on November 26, 2022 at the Annual 
General Meeting. All of us, Board members, staff, missionaries, and supporters are 
thrilled that together we can have an impact in Latin America for making disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our theme in the coming year is based on John 15:1, 16. 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener … You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” 


This report focuses on the past year, examining how Christ lives through his 
people. He is producing lasting fruit! May God continue to bless you and your 
engagement with the mission of God in Latin America, Canada and beyond! Thank 
you for your partnership in ministry!


Let us continue to pray for another fruitful year of ministry in 2022 - 2023! 

Pray we continue to be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we ground 
ourselves in Scripture and build on the legacy of our founding missionaries.


Blessings to you all!



I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the gardener … You 

did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you 

to go and bear fruit – fruit 
that will last.  

John 15:1, 16
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The 
Objectives 
Of Latin 
America 
Mission

• To undertake specific evangelistic endeavors throughout the 
Latin world, proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
encouraging fruitful growth in Christ. 

• To participate directly and assist others in the establishment, 
edification, and mobilization of the Church. 

• To address the needs of individuals, families and 
communities in the Latin world, to participate and assist in 
the meeting of those needs, and to aid individual Christians 
and churches to give compassionate and caring service. 

• To promote ministries to, by, and with Latin people where 
beliefs and ministry objectives are compatible with those of 
LAM Canada. 

• To build bridges between Latin churches and form strategic 
alliances between Latin churches and other churches 
through whatever means possible, including education and 
cross-cultural communications. 

• To encourage missionary concern and service throughout 
the world, particularly the involvement of Latin Christians.
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Remaining in Christ, 
going and bearing fruit 

that will last.



David Phillips
Interim Executive Director

Director’s Report

Welcome to a world in change! 

We live in that “in-between” time of our changeless Lord Jesus Christ’s ministry on earth 
and our age, noted for its constant, rapidly changing events. Christ is the same, yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow.”  But today, our attention shifts by the hour, depending on where the 
latest crisis is located. Covid 19 changed many plans. Hurricanes, political situations, and 
financial concerns all lead us back to the Lord in prayer. It is too easy to lose sight of our 
never-changing mandate: to make disciples of all nations. When we look closer than the 
latest news bulletin, men and women need the fulness of the Gospel to address the fulness 
of brokenness. 


At LAM, we work as a team, supporting one another, encouraging each other, and learning 
to love the peoples of the nations to which we are called. What a privilege! Our former 
Executive Director, Carluci dos Santos, has assumed the new role of Global Missionary 
Ambassador. He will reside in Canada but minister throughout the Latin world as the Lord 
gives him opportunity. That is a great privilege! 


On September 1, 2022, I assumed the position of Executive Director on an interim basis. My 
previous experience as a missionary for 20 years in Brazil and Bolivia years prepared my 
only a little for the challenges of mission in today’s Latin America world. I still have so much 
to learn about the amazing world of Central and South America. What a privilege my wife, 
Cathie, and our two daughters have had! Being able to work with LAM’s staff and 
missionaries is one of God’s amazing blessings. I enjoy learning about each person’s 
calling, family, ministries, and challenges.



The work that is done through the LAM family of missionaries, staff, and partners is a 
testament to the glory of God. As a holistic mission, we are feeding many children, adults, 
seniors, families, and Venezuelan refugees while remaining faithful to gospel proclamation 
and discipleship. In the past year we have shipped dehydrated vegetable mix and fruit from 
Ontario Gleaners and Niagara Gleaners to support churches in their ministries of 
compassion to the neediest. It’s great to work with fellow Christians in their ministries. 


Your support fed thousands of people in Colombia and in Venezuela. During the pandemic, 
through our Covid-19 Relief program we supported families in Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, and Brazil. In Brazil, we continue with Indigenous ministries through literature, 
pastoral care, evangelistic work, and pioneering work among the Enewanê-Nawê. In 
Honduras, we continue to work with the Miskito people. 


I hope that this brief report will help you to understand how blessed we are to serve in 
theological education, church planting, camping, children’s ministries, relief and 
development, addressing addictions, pastoral work and much more. We continue to 
depend on the generous giving of God’s people. Please pray about becoming a regular 
partner in one of the many ways that LAM is being used in making disciples within the Latin 
American world. 


Warmest regards with joy for it all. 



MISSION2022

LATIN



Jorge and Gail Atiencia’s ministry has grown far beyond their own expectations from its humble beginnings in Colombia in the 
year 2000.   The “escuelitas” (mini-schools for the formation of preachers) are now operating in 15 countries across Latin 
American and over 3,000 people have been trained in the region. In Colombia alone, more than 150 groups, consisting of five 
to seven participants each, are meeting, with most participants between the ages of 25 and 35. Recently initiatives have taken 
root among Spanish speaking communities in Canada, the U.S. and South Africa.  

 

Easing back into post pandemic gatherings, in late April of this year, Jorge travelled from their current home base of Ecuador 
to Baltimore, Maryland to participate as a mentor during the Annual Prayer Gathering organized by the International Justice 
Mission. In May, Jorge returned to Armenia, Colombia for a visioning meeting with the Langham-escuelitas Regional Team and 
then on to Guatemala to assist with the initiation of a new escuelitas cycle. In September at the Bible Seminary of Colombia, 
300 'graduates' of the programme participated in a four day "Transformational Preaching" encounter.   In November, Gail and 
Jorge taught a group of gifted “Facilitators” in Medellin, Colombia.
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Jorge and Gail Atiencia 
Missionaries in Ecuador 



Over the years, LAM Canada has had the privilege of participating in 
a variety of small projects in direct response to needs brought to our 
attention by our missionaries.  Thanks to a Christmas 2021 fundraiser 
initiated by LAM Canada’s newest missionary couple, Judah and 
Jessie Rath, and the generous gifts we received from Canadian 
donors in response, this past year we were able to provide project 
funding to Morada de Dios, a local ministry in Barranquilla, 
Colombia.   The funding helped them support their ongoing ministry 
to Venezuelan refugees.   Missionary Daniel Bravo, Director of the 
Doulos Foundation, facilitated the receipt of the funding and the 
oversight of the project.   In cooperation with our missionaries and 
partner agencies such as the Doulos Foundation, LAM Canada is 
blessed to participate in similar wholistic ministry endeavours, small 
and large, throughout Latin America.
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Morada de Dios 
Missionary Initiated Project in Colombia by Judah and Jessie Rath



This year has been full of contrasts, in the midst of which we continue to 
see God's love and faithfulness. On the ministerial level, we began the year 
with a long-awaited reunion with the first generation of missionary 
musicians of the ministry, in an evangelistic tour in Spain. Two disciples of 
mine and their families serve there, whose ministry has a profound impact 
in their cities (Barcelona and Valencia) and in all of Latin America. A few 
months later we made our first post-pandemic missionary tour in the 
countries of the southern cone, Chile, Argentina and Uruguay.  Throughout 
these months it became evident that the ministry needed to renew its voice, 
for which we scheduled a creative meeting in Colombia, which will result in 
12 new music recordings and 7 video productions. All this we do to 
respond to the call of the Lord, who insistently keeps telling us: "tell of my 
works".


All these projects have demanded taking risky actions by faith, with the 
conviction that the Lord himself is the one who has called us to do them. 
By His great mercy, we have seen incredible miracles of protection, 
provision, healing and encouragement. While all this is happening, our faith 
is challenged in other areas of life. Although at times we are provoked to 
act quickly as we see fit, we sense that the Lord is calling us to listen and 
heed his instruction. Our prayer for this moment is inspired by that morning 
when Jesus tells his disciples which way to cast the net and they draw 153 
fish.... "Lord, tell us which way we should cast the net”.


Thank you for all your support and love, which sustains us along the way.
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Santiago and  
Diana Benavides 

Missionaries in Canada 



Kike and Belinda are delighted their ministry ASCENSO is fully operational.  
Notwithstanding April through August being extremely busy, their many 
activities did not keep them from continuing their ongoing mentorship of a 
special group of teenagers – four of whom recently made the decision to give 
their lives to Christ! Seeing the response of these four teens has helped inspire 
Kike and Belinda to continue their ministry with even more strength and 
dedication.

The Vegas are also thankful for the many local volunteers who have joined their 
ministry, keeping the programs running so that they were able to travel to the 
US to share their vision for ASCENSO with potential supporters.

ASCENSO Disaster Relief Training 
In April and May, the Vegas participated in Disaster Relief Training facilitated by 
Restoration Now Global, an organization based in Colorado. 

Belinda continues to work with a doula ministry, providing pre-natal and post-
natal care to pregnant and new mothers.  The women who receive the help are 
very grateful for the support that they would otherwise not have had. It is a 
great opportunity for Belinda to build relationships and to share the gospel.


Like the rest of the world, we have been enduring the devastating effects of 
Covid-19. Our town and surrounding communities, and all of Honduras, were 
hit hard by the pandemic and, like the aftermath of a tornado, it will take time 
to get back on our feet. are so grateful for your love, prayers and support that 
helps to bring light and hope. We are experiencing God’s redeeming love at 
work as we continue to be involved in the lives of those in our community. 
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Kike and Belinda 
Vega, and Henry 
Missionaries in Honduras 



COUNTING OUR  
BLESSINGS IN 2022

LATIN
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Thanks to the generosity of our faithful 
donors – individuals, churches and 
foundations - during the fiscal period 
ended August 31, 2022, we were able to 
al locate a total of $1,259,512 in 
countable blessings towards the current 
and future needs of our ongoing 
programs and ministries in Latin America 
and Canada.   In the graphic you will find 
the broad categories of ministry our 
donors opted to support this year.  
Donations made towards the support of 
LAM Canada missionaries engaged in 
these areas of ministry are included in 
category totals.   Relief donations 
included just over $218,000 in gift-in-kind 
donations of medications and personal 
protection equipment from Health 
Partners International Canada along with 
11,445 kilos of dehydrated vegetables 
from Ontario Christian Gleaners.   To God 
be the glory!

Note: Donations to International Partners (Latin Link and United World Mission) also include support for various areas of ministry, not categorized above.



LIST OF  
PROJECTS 2022

LATIN
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Projects managed by missionaries: 
01. Atiencia Work Fund Project Columbia George Ariencia

02. Garcia Work Fund – Migrant Ministry Venezuela Joel 
Garcia

04. Garcia Work Projects Venezuela Joel Garcia

05. Logos Action Against Poverty Various countries Carlos 
Lopez

06. Lopes TELL Programs Various countries Carlos Lopez

07. Martinez Work Fund Projects Honduras Benjamin Martinez

08. Bravo Church Sponsored-Relief Work Colombia Hernan 
Bravo

09. Nesci Migrant Program Canada Joel Nesci

10. Nesci Project-Short Term Mexico Projects Mexico Joel 
Nesci

11. Honduras Education and Housing Honduras Sue Vissers


Projects in Partnership with other Mission Agencies 
12. CEDCAS via UWM Costa Rica Lillian Stolt

13. CEE Capital Project/Short term Teams Honduras CEE Staff

15. Enawene Nawe Project Brazil Joao Quadra

16. Brazil Projects – Kayapo-Conferences Brazil Joao Quadra / 
MEIB

17. Honduras Development Network Honduras ED / South 
American Mission

18. Roblealto Child Care Sponsorship Costa Rica Joel 
Porras

19. Roblealto Child Care General Costa Rica Joel Porras

20. Scripture Union Honduras Valores Program Honduras 
Orlando Japas, Benjamin Martinez

21. Quien Soy Yo Canada Nicaragua Foundation Nicaragua 
Rommel Raudales

22. El Nido Build the Nest Colombia Jacob Paul

23. El Nido Program Colombia Jacob Paul

24. Zonaj General and Conferences Colombia Jacob Paul, 
Andrés Rincon


Projects managed by the Executive Director 
25. Short Term Container Shipment ----- NQ

26. Short Term Agriculture ---- JMH


For more information or support please go to: 
www.lamcanada.ca



LIST OF  
MISSIONARIES 2022

LATIN
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Missionaries working in Canada:
• Fiorito, Chris
• Benavides, Santiago
• Lopez, Carlos
• Nesci, Joe
• Garcia, Joel
• Garcia, Maireé
• Viana, Marcelo
• Viana, Giulliana

Missionaries:
• Atiencia, Jorge
• (Taylor) Atiencia, Gail
• Bravo, Daniel
• Bravo, Helen
• Bravo, Hernan
• (Camargo) Bravo, Rosa
• Chandler, Kayla
• Cunninham, Craig
• Cunningham, Amanda
• Lawrance, Dan

• Longworth, Dave 
• Longworth, Marilyn
• Martinez, Benjamin
• Martinez, Isabel
• McInnes, Pat
• Paul, Jacob
• Pieters, Tracey
• Raudales, Rommel
• Raudales, Ana Julia
• Rincón, Andres
• Rivera, Oscar
• Rivera, Ada
• Rowe, Gwen
• Rath, Judah
• Rath, Jessie
• Santos de Oliveira Dione
• Umaña, Rodolfo
• (Longworth) Umaña, Nancy Rose
• Vega, Kike
• (Solorzano) Vega, Belinda

• Diego, Florentina

For more information or support please go to:  

www.lamcanada.ca



ADDRESS

PO BOX 85505, 

TORONTO, ON,  M5N 0A2

PHONE

905.569.0001

EMAIL

info@lamcanada.ca
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www.lamcanada.ca
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