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Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20
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It has been an encouraging year serving our Lord together both here 
in Canada and throughout Latin America. A year ago, around the 
same time that I was hired to serve as Executive Director for the 
mission, we began renting a small office in a building owned by 
another mission agency. The LAM logo now appears at the entrance 
alongside over ten Christian charities; it has been a blessing to 
connect and collaborate with these organizations. The shared space 
has also provided the opportunity for the LAM community to gather 
over the past year for the Annual General Meeting, Christmas party, 
and summer BBQ.  I hope to see even more people come to these 
gatherings in the future.   

A personal highlight for me in the past year was visiting some of the 
farms in the Durham Region of Ontario that employ and house 
dozens of migrant workers from many countries around the world 
including Mexico, Guatemala, and other Latin American countries. 
Many of the men we encountered were open to hearing more about 
Jesus by attending Bible studies and Sunday morning church 
services.  Rommel Raudales continued to visit the farms throughout 
the summer for Bible studies, prayer, and other ministry activities.  At 
the end of the summer, LAM hosted a soccer tournament and BBQ 
for more than one hundred people.  Praise God that Rommel was 
able to lead several of the migrant workers in prayer to accept Christ 
as their Lord and Saviour at the soccer tournament and in the days 
that followed.     

LAM continues to grow! We welcomed two new missionaries to serve 
with LAM this year. Domingo Bernal is building up ministry initiatives 

here in Canada and also in Guatemala, where he grew up.  Don 
Dolton is a talented artist and missionary in Mexico.  Domingo and 
Don are both featured in this report. 

We also welcomed two new partners to serve with LAM this year.  
Asociacion Nueva Vida Para Mujeres (New Life for Women) is a drug 
rehabilitation centre for street women in Bogota, Colombia.  Missao 
Evangelica Filadelfia Indigena as Nacoes (Evangelical Mission to the 
Indigenous Nations) is a group of missionaries reaching out to 
unreached people groups in Brazil.  These new partners are also 
highlighted in this report. 

I want to thank David Phillips for his service as the LAM Executive 
Director on an interim, two year basis and then as LAM’s Operations 
Director for one year to act as my coach and mentor.  David 
generously volunteered all of his time to the ministry for these three 
years. He helped to move the mission forward during this season of 
transition and helped implement many excellent changes to set the 
mission up for long-term success. 

Blessings for the year ahead, 

Chris Ferris 

Message from the 
Executive Director

Sharing a message in a Rehab Center in Nicaragua
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• Ministries with Indigenous People
• Discipleship Camps
• Ministries in Schools
• Leadership Training
• Worship, Praise, and Thanksgiving
• Pastoral Care
• Member Care
• Personal Evangelism
• Church Planting
• Christian Education
• Theological Education
• Music Ministries
• Missionary Training
• Youth Leadership Development
• Partnerships with Seminaries
• Partnerships in Canada
• Ministries in Canada
• Partnerships with Canadian churches
• Short-term Ministries
• Community Development
• Provision of Clean Water
• Migrant Workers Ministry
• Feeding programs
• Child Sponsorships
• Refugee Assistance
• Teenage Moms
• Prison Ministries
• Disaster Relief

LAM’S MINISTRIES HAPPEN IN:
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Peru.

OUR
MINISTRIES
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• Alan and Eileen van der Woerd, Central America
• Allan Holt, Costa Rica, DR and Mexico
• Andres and Alejandra Rincon, Colombia
• Benjamín and Isabel Martinez, Honduras
• Carolina Holguin, Canada
• Craig and Amanda Cunningham, Bolivia and Canada
• Daniel and Helen Bravo, Colombia
• Dione Santos Lima, Brazil
• Domingo Bernal, Guatemala
• Don Dolton, Mexico
• Edwin and Magdeline Quispe, Peru
• Florentina Diego Carceda, Mexico
• Hernan and Rosa Bravo, Colombia
• Jacob and Leidy Paul, Colombia
• James and Fiona Fong, Colombia
• Joe and Marg Nesci, Canada and Mexico
• John and Tracey Pieters, Mexico
• Jorge and Gail Atiencia, Ecuador
• Juan Carlos Carcamo, Canada
• Judah and Jessie Rath, Colombia
• Ken and Sue Vissers, Canada and other countries
• Kike and Belinda Vega, Honduras
• Marylin Longworth (retired), Costa Rica
• Natalia Martínez, Colombia
• Oscar and Ada Rivera, Nicaragua
• Pat McInnis (retired), Costa Rica
• Rodolfo and Nancy Umaňa, Costa Rica
• Rommel and Ana Julia Raudales, Nicaragua
• Santi and Diana Benavides, Canada
• Tony and Valentina Liborio, Guatemala 

OUR
MISSIONARIES
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LAM works with others 
through partnerships

INTERNATIONAL MISSION AGENCY PARTNERS
• Latin Link
• Mesa Global

A SAMPLING OF ORGANIZATIONS WE PARTNER WITH IN
LATIN AMERICA
• Asociacion Nueva Vida Para Mujeres
• Camp Roblealto
• Campfire Colombia - Christian Camping for Youth
• CEDCAS Clinic
• Christian Care for Colombian Children
• El Nido
• Fundación Doulos
• Missao Evangelica Filadelfia Indigena as Nacoes
• Quien Soy Yo Foundation
• Roblealto Child Care Association
• Scripture Union Honduras
• Seminario Bíblico de Colombia - FUSBC
• Siguatapeque Bilingual School
• UNELA
• Walpa Yamni
• ZonaJ 

OUR
PARTNERS



Domingo Bernal  
Guatemala is home for Domingo. By God’s grace, he had the 
opportunity to study in the United States, graduating from Kentucky 
State University and Denver University in Applied Science and 
Computers, and in Water Management.  Returning home, Domingo 
spent more than 14 years working with non-profits and private 
organizations to help support communities to realize their potential 
and develop economically.  

In 2014, Domingo and his family settled in Guelph, Ontario.  After 
working in various corporate roles, during the pandemic, Domingo 
decided to launch his own landscaping business. What began as a 
response to economic uncertainty soon became a source of flexibility 
and purpose, allowing him to respond to needs around him. He is 
deeply engaged with the Latino community in and around Guelph, 
organizing gatherings that build fellowship through meals, soccer, 
activities, worship, Bible study, and creative outreach. These spaces 
foster relationships and open doors to share the gospel.  

His heart, however, has never completely left Guatemala. In recent 
years, he has organized youth conferences on stewardship, 
coordinated emergency responses to natural disasters, and brought 
together more than 100 pastors for a national leadership conference.  
Domingo believes God has given him the vision to develop a training 
center in Guatemala to equip youth through education, training in 
entrepreneurship and health, and by providing leadership 
opportunities. Within this vision, he also hopes to form and train local 
leadership teams who would then run programs that empower 
women and community leaders through entrepreneurship, 
cooperative development, and practical skills training. 

At the center of all his work is his faith—believing that no amount of 
resources can meet human needs as fully as Jesus can. We 
welcomed Domingo into the LAM family as a missionary effective 
June 2025.  
 

Don Dolton  
Don is originally from Stratford, Ontario. As he approached 
retirement, he felt a strong conviction that these years should be 
spent using his artistic talents and his passion for sharing the Gospel. 
This calling led him to Puerto Escondido, Oaxaca, Mexico, where for 
the past four years he has been teaching art at Manantial Christian 
School.  
 
At the school, Don teaches elementary students in grades 1 through 
6, using art as a tool to explore the Biblical narrative and its context. 
He also teaches Technical Drawing to 12th-grade students. On 
Saturdays, Don leads an art club for both children and interested 
adults—a space where he not only teaches art but also builds 
relationships and shares the Gospel.  
 
As a senior member of the teaching staff, Don is also in a unique 
position to informally mentor the newly graduated teachers.  
 
His ongoing hope and prayer is that the students who do not yet 
believe will hear the Gospel, come to understand it, and place their 
trust in its life-giving truth. We welcomed Don into the LAM family as 
a missionary effective June 2025. 

Introducing New
Missionaries
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Domingo 
Bernal

Don
Dolton



Asociacion Nueva Vida Para Mujeres (New Life for Women) is a 
drug rehabilitation centre for street women in Bogota, Colombia 
established over 25 years ago.  The centre is in the process of 
launching a new program to rescue young women between the ages 
of 12 and 18 from life on the streets, providing them with a way out of 
prostitution, drug addiction and/or homelessness due to family 
breakdown.  The program will also include an education component so 
these pre-teens and teens may finish their high school education and 
find meaningful employment.  

The founder of the centre, Alba Nubia Duque Calvo, was herself 
rescued from prostitution and drug addiction thirty years ago by 
missionaries who introduced her to Jesus. After Alba became a 
Christian and overcame her addiction, she heard a call from God 
to establish the first drug rehab centre for women in Bogota. With 
God’s help, a donated building, local church help and determination, 
Alba established Nueva Vida Para Mujeres.  An on-site mop-making 
workshop helps provide some income for their programs.  

In the vicinity of the centre, Alba readily identified twenty pre-teens and 
teens in dire need of help and so far, she has brought four of them 
into the centre, stretching their resources. LAM has agreed to partner 
with this ministry so that it may expand and reach more young 
women in need of rescue. 

Missao Evangelica Filadelfia Indigena as Nacoes (Evangelical 
Mission to the Indigenous Nations) is another partner that joined 
the LAM family in 2025. 

The late Ruth Thomson was a Canadian missionary who evangelized 
and lived among the Kayapo people in the Brazilian Amazon region 
for over 50 years.  By God’s grace, and her perseverance, she left the 
entire New Testament and several books of the Old Testament 
translated into the Kayapo language.  Today it is reported that this 
people group, who had never heard the name of Jesus prior to Ruth’s 
arrival, is now over 35% evangelical Christian.  Praise God! 

The ministry that Ruth started in this region continues through other 
Brazilian missionaries, including Kayapo families, who are reaching 
out to other indigenous people groups.  In 2025, LAM secured 
funding to send three Kayapo men, Chief Beppranhtire, Hoi Hoi, and 
Bengo as missionaries to the nearby Tapirape and Tapayuna people.  
Also included in this project is funding for Ana Paula, a university 
educated linguist, to begin work among the Panara people, 
translating oral Bible stories into their language for the first time.  We 
thank The Damascus Road Foundation for partnering with us and 
providing funding for these efforts among unreached people groups 
for the period 2025 to 2028.  

There is still a great need for funding to support ministry training and 
outreach among the churches that have been planted.  LAM will 
continue to fundraise to support these training activities related to the 
ministry to indigenous communities in the Brazilian Amazon region.

Introducing New
Partners
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New Life for Women
Colombia



1947 - 2025 

“Take care of your family, take care of the things God loves, love the 
little ones.” 

Such was the kind of advice David gave to his friend and co-worker, 
Stanford Gordon, the person God sent to help him launch the 
Glorious Day Foundation, a foundation established in 2004 to fill a 
pressing need for ministry to at-risk youth.  Already decades into a 
multi-faceted, fruitful ministry focusing on children and providing 
resources for their care, David could have turned away from the need 
he identified in his community.  Instead, he pressed forward with the 
vision God gave him, doing so with what Stanford described at 
David’s memorial as “a heart willing to do God’s will.”  During its 
operation, the Foundation rescued 87 youth, some of whom are still 
in contact with Stanford. 

From the vantage point of his eternal home, one wonders if David has 
been given a bit of a glimpse into the much higher number of “little 
ones” impacted by his life and ministry, a number which will continue 
to grow as those children and youth pass down a legacy of faith to 
their own children. His Kingdom labour with the Roblealto Child Care 
Association, the Roblealto Farm, and with Camp Roblealto will not be 
forgotten by those ministries, nor will David ever be forgotten by his 
LAM Canada family.  May we all take to heart David’s advice, advice 
which encapsulates his own well-lived life – a life dedicated to loving 
and caring for those whom God Himself loves.

Remembering 
David Longworth
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Counting our Blessings 
Thanks to the generosity of our faithful donors - individuals, churches 
and foundations - we were able to allocate a total of $903,575 in 
countable blessings towards the current and future needs of our 
ongoing programs and ministries in Latin America and Canada.  
Below you will find the broad categories of Kingdom work our donors 
opted to support this year.  The category of “Community Outreach” 
includes ministry to people in dire need of care - the homeless, drug 
addicts and refugees.  Under Intn’l Partners, during this past fiscal 
period, six percent of donations were allocated to ministries we have 
arranged to support through Latin Link of the UK and Mesa Global of 
the US (formerly UWM, formerly LAM USA).  

To God be the glory! 

Financial 
Overview
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Our Board 
and Staff

LAM Board

John R. Steinmann
Chair

Robert A. Wormald
Secretary / Treasurer

Charles Dixon
Director

 
Lorna Evans

Director

Brigitte Falco
Director

 Stephen Froom
Director

 Allan Holt
Director

Paul C. Stade
Director

LAM Staff

Chris Ferris
Executive Director

Sue Vissers
Member Care Coordinator
 
Amanda Cunningham
Member Care and Donations

Andres Rincon
IT Coordinator

Stephanie Obando
Office Administrator

PLEASE VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
ON OUR 
MINISTRIES, 
PROJECTS AND 
PRAYER 
MEETING 
OPPORTUNITIES.

www. lamcanada.ca



MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 85505

Toronto, ON
M5N 0A2

OFFICE ADDRESS
10 Huntingdale Blvd.

Scarborough, ON
M1W 2S5

PHONE (Canada)
905 569 0001

EMAIL
info@lamcanada.ca

LATIN


